QUESTIONS TO ASK BASED ON AMA GUIDELINES

Choose two or three that you feel best fit the situation and your interview style.

      Do you feel safe in your home?

      Is there anyone in your life that you are afraid of?

Do you ever feel afraid of your partner?

Are you in a relationship in which you have been physically hurt or threatened by your partner?  Have you ever been in such a relationship?

Are you in a relationship in which you feel you are treated badly?  In what way?

Has your partner ever destroyed things that you cared about?

Has your partner ever threatened or abused your children?

Has your partner ever forced you to have sex when you didn’t want to?  

Does he ever force you to engage in sex that makes you feel uncomfortable?

We all sometimes fight at home.  What happens when you and your partner fight or disagree?

Has your partner ever prevented you from leaving the house, seeing friends, getting a job, or continuing your education?

You mentioned that your partner uses drugs/alcohol.  How does he act when he is drinking or on drugs?

Do you have guns in your home?  

Has your partner ever threatened to use a gun or knife when he was angry?

Has your partner ever threatened homicide or suicide if you left the relationship?

PRECAUTIONS TO TAKE WHEN SCREEN A PATIENT

Language to avoid while screening patients.

Avoid using the terms “domestic violence,” “abused,” or “battered”.  Women often deny identification with these negative value terms.

Do not ask about abuse in the presence of any other person.

Do not break confidentiality by interviewing her in front of anyone or by disclosing information or concerns to victims’ partner or family members.

Do not trivialize or minimize the abuse.

Do not fail to recognize her sense of danger.

Do not ask the victim how she triggered the violence.

Do not ask her why she has not left her partner.

Do not ask her why she allows him to do that to her.

Do not ask her why she returned to the batterer if she did

Do not call law enforcement without her approval.

Do not prescribe divorce, couples counseling or sedatives.
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